Vol. I. 


(57) 


Numb. 15. 


THE 


VIS I ONS 
Sir Heifter Ryley: 


WITH 


OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 





Friday September 22. 


From my Houfe in Sr Jamces’s Square, 
September 20. 

VERY Man, except he be 
degenerated into Folly, is to 
be drawn and won over by 
Reafon ; but | have a Kinf- 

woman that vilits me every Day, 
whom I chide for her Indecency ; 
but fhe is as infenfible of ail my 
F Counfels, as if fhe had never con- 
vers'd with any but her young Play- 
fellows. She out-does all her Sex in 
many Faults, and will not be beaten 
out of her Errors; fhe has brought 
Wantonnefs into an Opinion, and 
makes Fondncfs her Idol ; infomuch 
that no longer ago than thisMorning 
fhe told me, fhe would not liften to 
any Advice "her Friends gave her: 

For fhe knew well enough it was 
only done to keepher from Marr‘ag« 

My Hours (fays fhe) of Mens com- 
ing to me is no time ro perform any 
other Act but Friendfhip, and the 








1710. 
reft of the Day I fpe wy in Work and 
looking out at the \\ indow, 1 mat- 
ternot what the grave Matrons fay 
of me; when the were as Young 
as 1 am, their A:abition pointed the 
fame way, and none of them rejected 
the Favours of their Courtiers in In- 
tention. tho’ perhaps they did ir by 
way of Difguife or Diverfion. How- 
ever, be = as it will, I fhall never 
enquire what they mean by bein 

ey The aft Jo I me — 
Evening is, I retire to my Chamber, 
and contrive whet Mode is moft be- 
coming tomy Drefs, and how the 
Motions of my Eyes and Fan grace 
my Perfon. Thus, Sir, iid fhe, I 
have arrived by Ornament and Stu- 
dy to what ethers have aimed at bj 

their Intereft and Wealth. I told 
her this was a ftrange way of argue 
ing, and fhe was of the Opinion of 
one of my Daughters, who faid,that 
if fhe had the Learning and Conver. 
fation 
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fation as I had, the fhould excced me 
in Notions and Politicks, and hay all 
her Plots for the Diverfion of the 
Town. with more Wit and Diftre- 
tion thanI did. Here my Coufin 
fhewed me a Poem, which fhe told 
me wes of great Service to her, and 
geve her Variety of Entertainments, 
23 being Lines which fc forth the 
Weaknefs of Men and the Subtulty 
of Women, in a manner more jult 
than the Verfes of Catu’us or Mar- 
tial She would have gone on with 
this kind of fantaftical Conceit,bur I 
filenc'd her by fhewing her an Ode 
writ by Dryden, which (0 melted 
down her Patiions, by the Beauty fhe 
faw in that Poem, that fhe promifed 
me to {pare fome of hef vacant Mo- 
ments in muling upon the Inftructi- 
ons 1 had laid down for her Guide. 
They were both pleafing and diver- 
ting, and yet not ftaind with the 
leaft Tinéture of Obfcenity. I love 
co fet before Young People, when 
they come to vifit me, Initances of 
Vertue ; and I being much fhairer’d 
by Age. and of a venerable Afpect, 
moft of my Gucfts look upon me 
as their Patriarch, and think all I 
fay is facred. Laft Night I had two 
Youths came and fuppd with me in 
my Library. One told me he loved 
Books, the other faid he thought 
Play was the prettieft Diverfion. The 
latter took me up much ‘time to ar- 
gue him out of his Simplicity. ‘The 
Child indeed was very tractable, 
but I perceived it was my Gravity 
made the Impreiiion upon him, and 
not fo much what I faid, which 
makes me believe there is no Advice 


like to that which is given by us 
Scholars who have had long Expe- 
rience in the World, and look as if 
we had liv'd ever fince the Days of 
Queen Elizabeth, Drom. mer when | 
was a Boy, the Parion of uur Church, 
who was an old Man, ran often in 
my Head: For whenever I fiw him 
my Har was off co the Ground, and 
I ask’d him Bileiling upon my Knees, 
believing that it he did but {peik, or 
lay his Hind upon me, | was one 
whom God Almighty lov'd. 


= eee ——— 





From my Lily TY, Sept. 21. 

Looking over my Letters I found 
one of a fine Stile, and well com- 
pacted ; which I fhall mention the 
beft part of, with fome Alterations, 

The Epiitle begins thus : 

SIR, 

| Have a young Virgin committed 
~ tomy Care ; is of an extra- 
ordinary Beauty and Modefty, and 
is Heir to a plentiful Eftate. For 
the a of her Mind in ver- 
tuous Principles, | have drawn up 
feveral excellent Leffons of different 
Subj: cts,which [lay betore her every 
Day for her Perufal; fhe feems to 
be mightily pleafid with thefé En- 
tertainments, and tells me fhe reads 
them over every Night and Morn- 
ing. I have here fent you a Copy 
of one of the Pieces; as you approve 
of this you fhali have more. I have 
read in a French Author (who was 
Profeflor of Divinity at Loxoain) a 
Difcourfe of ‘Temperance, one of 
the four cardinal Vertues. He pro- 
pofes this among other Queftions, Is 
the Cuftom which is allowed to 
Strangers 
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Strangers intheLow.Countries and elfe- 
where, to kifsother Peoples Wins, 
Widows and Maidens, when they 
pay them a formal Vifit, conforma. 
ble to the Laws of Chattiry ? He 
anfwers thar that Cuftom i yan 
cient, bur that fever i 
the Primitive Ages look'd on it as : 
little wach. fte. He quotes Socrates 
who would have People abfolutely 
abftain from it, there being nothing 
which ftirs up the Fire of Love fo 
much as Kifles. He cites Sencea, as 


faying, thata Maid was accufed of 


Impudence, becaufe fhe received a 
Kifs. He adds, that the Ancients 
were perfwaded that Kiiling madea 
brisk Attack on Chaftity. His Con- 
clufion is, that ceremonial Kiffes are 
nor contrary to Chaftity ; provided 
they are given without any further 


Delign ; and that we muft not think 
thatevery Body is {0 ealily moved, 


that civil Kiffes may not be alroge- 
ther honeft. This Determination, 
and the Reafon on which it is groun 
ded, is found and good ; but what 
can be more abfurd than the Quo 
tation out of Ovid ? fince the Verfes 
of that Poet concern only the Kiffes 
of Lovers. ‘This Author is to be 
blamed for quoting them on fucha 
Subjcét ; he fhould have laid afide 
the Learning that is in his Thefis, 
and kept to the Difference of Cli- 
mates like Puteanus. Thofe Famili. 
arities which are dangerous in Italy, 
are very little or not at all fo in the 
Northern Countries. This is cer- 
tainly the Meaning of the Louvain 
Profefior; for he had no Thoughts 


of a Farewel-Kifs, or of a Kifs upon 


the recurn of a long Journcy. There 
is no Probabiliry that on fuch Occa- 
fions he would have excepted the 
young Italian Maid whom he had 
under his Tuition. ‘There were other 
Occafions enough,in which he might 
pro{cribe her a particular Rule, and 
in which fhe might have experienc’d 
what JJorace faid according to the 
ixnowledge of her Nation. The 
Louvain Profeflor has not ftrained 
what he fays of Socrates: For chat 
Philofpher has exprefs'd himfelf on 
that Subject in the livelieft manner 
imaginable.*Critobulus (fatd he )is more 
* rath than if he had flung himfelf 
on the Point of a Sword, or leap’d 
* jato the Fire ; for he had the Bold- 
nefs to kifsa fine Face. Is that fo 
great a Rathnefs ? (fays Xemophon to 
him) Truly, | fancy 1 could very 
eafily expofe my felf to the fame 
Danger. Oh Unfortunate! (fays 
Socrates) do you know what fol- 
lows after kiiling a tine Face? Do 
not you lofé your Liberty? Do 
not you become a Slave? Do nor 
you cngage in exceilive Expences, 
to obtain a deftructive Pleafure ? 
do you not find your (lf unable to 
do good, and conftrained to follow 
thofe things which you would de- 
{pife if your Reafon were not cor- 
rupted ? O God! (faid Xenophon) 
this is to attribute a ftrange Power 
to Killing. Are you aftonifhed at 
it (faid Socrates) do not you {ee lit. 
tle Spiders, whofe Bites are fo ve- 
nomous that it caufcs ftrange 
Pains, and makes People lofe their 
Senfes ? I know it very well (faid 
Xenophon) but thofe Creatures fpit 
out 
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out their Poifon. when they bite. 
Do you think (added Sscrates) that 
Love Kiles are not venomous, be- 
caufe you do net fee the Poifon ? 
Know that a Fair Woman is an 
Animal more dangerous than Scor- 
picns, becaufé they cannot hurt 
unlefs they touch us ; but Beauty 
wounds us without coming near 
us. What way foever we perceive 
it, it fhoors our its Venom,and per- 
verts our Underftandings. Perhaps 
its for this Reafon the Cupids are 
reprefented with Bows andArrows, 
becaufe a fair Face wounds from a 
far. Ladvife you then, Xemopbon, 
when you fie any Beaury, to fly 
without looking behind you. And 
as for you,Critobulus,| think it would 
be proper for you to be abfent a 
* whole Year, for chat will be time 
* little enough to heal your Wound. 


Can any “ocea be more worthy 
C 


of a great Philofopher than this; or 
can any Subject better fuit the Ge- 
nius of a vertuous Mind ? [ approve 
of this Scheme fo well, that | would 
have Virgins place this Picce in their 
Chambers,that it may ferve as a con- 
tinual Monitor, to remind them how 
they beftow their Kifles, and to 
whom. It was the Opinion of the 
learned Bifhop Ufher, thar on 
made a Maid appear more beautiful, 
than to be fparing of her Kiffes, and 
to blufh when any Man endeavour’d 
to fteal one from her.A late Dutchefs 
of the Briti/p Nation, whom I m 

felf knew; in her Virginity was {Q 


{paring of thefe Favours, that fome 
are of Opinion that the Duke her 
Husband hod the fir Salute of her, 
fering alide thofe which Civility 
commanded, ard could not modeitly 
be refufed. 
When I came down Stairs! found 
this Epiftle upon the Table. 
STR, 

AVING read yourDifcourfe, 

that Sentence cannot be paft 
upon a Man's Morals from his 
Writings, wherein you judicioufly 
fay, fome make amorous Porms, 
though Age has rendred them as 
cold as Ice ; and thar a Perfon en- 
du’dwithVertuereliits the powerful 
Charms of Beauty. and looks up- 
on it as Fire which darts refulgent 
Light, but does not inflame. I 
have received a good Idea of your 
Notion, and as you have a Genius 
in other curious Points, I beg rhe 
favour of you to give the Publick 
your Thoughts, Who may be 
efteemed the only Perfons of Ho- 
nour, Iam, &e. 
To oblige this Gentleman, who I 
fuppofe is not defCended of the Royal 
Blood, | know none truly honoura- 
ble but the Vertuous and the Brave. 
I have often retlected, that there is 
a great Faule in Men invefted with 
humane Greatnefs, feparate from 
true Merits, who account themfelves 
Noble, when they are as diftanr 
from it, as the fixed Stars are from 
the wandering Planets, \ 
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